
A CLOSE-KNIT TEAM
Xavier and Nicole Rolet purchased the property 
in 1993. A decade was required to restore and 
renovate the priory. As the latent potential of the 
vineyard became more apparent and the project 
evolved into a full-fledged winemaking endeavor 
with big dreams for the future, Xavier’s sister 
and brother-in-law joined as viticulturist and 
winemaker: Bénédicte Gallucci is the viticulturist 
and Jean-Louis Gallucci is cellar master and 
winemaker. 

Xavier Rolet
Xavier Rolet pursued a career in international 
finance, but his passion for wine, vines and 
agriculture led him to this remote and pristine 
location. The courage and vision to undertake such 
an ambitious and challenging life endeavor began 
with Xavier. His involvement was very hands-on 
until recently, but he has taken a back-seat role 
due to his work on the London Stock Exchange, 
where is currently CEO. His deep love of the land 
is shared by his siblings and generations of his 
family who have been successful wine producers. 
His cousins produce wine from the Jura, such 
as the Rolet Arbois, the Crémant Rolet and the 
Michel Laroppe wines from Côtes de Toul. Xavier 
is also the beekeeper at the estate and is passionate 
about sustainable practices. 

Nicole Rolet: 
Nicole Rolet’s mother was a food critic and her 
father collected wine so she grew up with a keen 
palate, but ultimately she caught a virulent case of 
the wine bug from her husband, abandoned her 
rewarding career in international politics, finance 
and think tanks, and trained at the Wine & Spirit 
Education Trust and UC Davis. She is determined 
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to make this wine her Magnum Opus and 
manages many aspects of the company, including 
international sales and marketing of Chêne Bleu 
and educational development at La Verrière, which 
now hosts wine-related exchanges, seminars and 
academic workshops, such as the “Extreme Wine” 
course that is held each year.  She is cofounder 
of the International Grenache Symposium and 
Association, and hosted the first world Summit of 
Grenache in 2010. 

Jean-Louis Gallucci 
Jean-Louis is winemaker and cellar master. His 
love of wine was passed down to him from his 
family, whose roots are in Italy and the Loire. 
He studied oenology and viticulture in college, 
graduating at the top of his class, then worked for a 
number of respected winemakers before taking the 
helm at Chêne Bleu. A perfectionist bent on self-
improvement, his meticulous approach has helped 
fine tune the winemaking in keeping with the 
complexity of the terroir. Among the consultants 
he is privileged to work with at Chêne Bleu are 
Philippe Cambie and Zelma Long. 

Bénédicte Gallucci
Bénédicte runs the vineyard. Her thoughtful 
attentiveness, meticulousness and committed 
nature were natural attributes in drawing her 
to a career in viticulture. They are essential to 
ensuring high quality and the long-term tenacity 
needed in the vineyard, which also requires real 
physical strength and stamina in all weathers — 
winters are cold, windy and snowy; summers are 
brutally hot. Bénédicte comes to know each vine 
individually, mindful of the needs and prospects for 
each varietal and each parcel. She also knows how 
to fix a tractor.
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Laura Iverson
An integral part of the Chêne Bleu team since the 
very first vintage, as head of sales, Laura Iverson 
currently advises on sales strategy and actively 
represents Chêne Bleu in the United States.   
Formerly overseeing new brand development and 
sales strategy for Beringer Blass and later Foster’s 
Wine Estates in Europe, she has more than 15 
years’ experience in the wine business, based in 
England, the USA and Chile, complementing a 
previous career in international finance. Laura 
has a Diploma with Distinction from the Wine 
& Spirits Education Trust and an MBA from 
INSEAD in France.

Philippe Cambie
Philippe Cambie, who has a degree in oenology 
from the university in Montpellier, is the southern 
Rhône’s leading expert on terroir and winemaking, 
a consultant for more than 60 vignerons and 
properties, including Tardieu-Laurent. His ability 
is legendary, and he has been involved with Chêne 
Bleu from the very beginning, even consulting 
on the configuration of the winery for maximum 
interactivity with the vineyard and the perfectionist 
philosophy of the Rolets. Philippe’s renowned 
palate has been of great value in assessing the 
upside potential of the vineyard and confirming 
the premise for making outstanding wines off the 
beaten path. 
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Zelma Long
Courageous and visionary, Zelma Long is one 
of the female pioneers in the development of 
viticulture in the United States and has been a 
mentor to numerous aspiring female vintners. A 
graduate of UC Davis in oenology, she is perhaps 
the foremost female oenologist in the world. She 
started her career at Robert Mondavi Winery 
in the Napa Valley, where she worked as chief 
oenologist during the 1970s. Long moved on to 
become vice president, then CEO, of Simi Winery, 
Alexander Valley, CA, in 1979. Currently she 
makes her own wine, Vilafonte, in South Africa 
and advises only a select handful of domaines that 
she believes in, with a focus on Europe, Israel and 
Washington State. 

Zelma’s life has been dedicated to oenological 
research. She founded and was the first president 
of the American Vineyard Foundation (AVF) to 
help finance research in oenology and viticulture, 
and also founded the American Viticulture and 
Oenology Research Network (AVERN). She 
has said of winemaking, “Age is a precondition 
to greatness. Even if only 10 percent of all fine 
wines are fully mature before they are drunk up, 
it’s those great aged wines that set the standard.” 
She visits Chêne Bleu several times a year and 
acts as consulting oenologist and mentor to the 
Rolets and the Galluccis to help them be the best 
that they can be.


