HISTORY

Vineyards had been planted as early as the
ninth century on these slopes of the Dentelles
de Montmirail. The architecture of the main
building indicates that the oldest sections also
date back to the ninth century. The earliest
written records refer to 1026, when it was used
as a farming priory that depended on the nearby
Abbaye de Prebayon.
Later, it was taken over by the local chapter
of the Knights Templar, as it had a desirable
confluence of objective merits, such as fertile
land and protection from the elements and
enemies. Ideally situated on a high, defensible
plateau, the Knights could patrol the valley
below. The Knights Templar were also known
for choosing locations where celestial and
terrestrial energy would converge and hold the
Heavens and the Earth together.
In 1427, the priory was named “La Verrière,” or
“Glassblowing Workshop,” by the owner, Aliot
de Montvin, who was himself a glassblower
of noble birth. (The winery’s white Rhône
varietal blend is named “Aliot” in tribute to this
historical artisan.)

The intervening history is largely unrecorded,
as the property was abandoned and left in ruins
due to conflicting inheritance claims. At one
point, Prince Charles of Wales expressed an
interest in purchasing the property, which he
painted in a charming watercolor.
In 1993, Xavier and Nicole Rolet purchased
the estate, by this time in a state of complete
dilapidation. The restoration and renovation of
the buildings and grounds took more than a
decade, as the work was painstakingly done, with
every attempt made to preserve the historical
structures and recreate the self-sustainable
ecosystem that had existed on the site since the
Middle Ages.
The estate is surrounded by forests, hills
and valleys in spectacular isolation that, in
conjunction with its elevation, create a unique
microclimate. In fact, Chêne Bleu is located
within the UNESCO-designated Mont
Ventoux Biosphere Reserve, an 81,000-hectare
(more than 200,000 acres) nature preserve that
has been set aside in recognition of its diversity
of flora and fauna and as a bird sanctuary.
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