Mas La Chevalière
Vineyards
Languedoc is the most ancient of the wine regions in France and the largest in the world.
The area has more than 300,000 hectares (740,000 acres) under vine, about one-third
of all French vines, and represents three times the size of the vineyards of Bordeaux
and more than four times the size of the Australian vineyards. The landscape of the
Languedoc is incomparably rich and varied.
Climate and altitude are the most critical factors in the production of wines from the
South of France. In Languedoc, the climate is essentially Mediterranean. Summers are
hot and dry, and temperatures in spring and autumn are generally warm, despite a few
possible frosty mornings in April. Winters tend to be mild and sunny with temperatures
rarely falling below 0°C (32°F). Rainfall is minimal (among the lowest in France in some
areas), and the strong tramontane inland wind helps dry the grapes and prevent disease.
This is the ideal climate for cultivating vines.
The majority of the Mas La Chevalière vineyards are influenced by a Mediterranean
climate, while the western region of Carcassonne has oceanic influences from the
Atlantic, and the proximity to the Pyrenees puts the vineyards around Limoux in danger
of spring frosts. The soil composition in Languedoc varies from chalk, limestone and
gravel-based soil inland to more alluvial soil near the coast.
Mas La Chevalière has three vineyards: Roqua Blanca (100 percent red grape varieties),
with a warm, dry climate, which produces rich and elegant wines; Mas Peyroli (100
percent Chardonnay), planted in altitude which preserves the freshness favorable for
the development of the Chardonnay flavors; and the vineyard that spreads out at the
bottom of the Mas, with a diversity of noble grape varieties.
Like Domane Laroche’s Chablis vineyards, Mas La Chevalière is in conversion to organic
viticulture. Laroche has a keen sense for innovation, which was proven again in 2011,
with the development of a weather station in Roqua Blanca to help to organize
the work in the vineyard. This is particularly helpful in organic viticulture, as many
operations in the vineyards must be carefully planned in order to have the maximum
impact on the vines.
The Peyroli vineyard is planted with 12 hectares (29.65 acres) of Chardonnay. It is situated
on a west-facing parcel at 450 meters (1475 feet) above sea level, at the foothills of the
Massif Central, on steeply sloping hillsides with marl-limestone soil from the tertiary
period. The vines are harvested late and an excellent level of acidity is preserved as a
result of the cool climate and high elevation.
Roqua Blanca is an estate with 30 hectares (74 acres) of red grape varieties located
15 kilometers (9.3 miles) to the north of Béziers. Here, the climate is relatively warm,
with a variety of parcels facing west and east on limestone and dolomite soil from
the Jurassic and Cretaceous periods and sandstone and marl soil from the tertiary
(Miocene) period.

