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92 points

“The blend is 75% Pinot Noir with the 
balance Chardonnay, and the grapes come 
from four counties, led by Mendocino. 
The wine is rich and full-bodied in 
strawberry, raspberry, citrus, roasted 
almond, toasted coconut, brioche and 
vanilla flavors that are a little sweet. The 
bubbles are somewhat harsher than you 
might expect, but this brut could be going 
through a phase. Hold until 2014 and try 
again.”

2003 Reserve
North Coast

98 points

“An awesome rosé, just a tremendous feat. 
Made from 11 vineyards in 4 counties, 
it shows a masterful art of the blend. 
Insanely rich in toasted bread and lees, 
showing the influence of six years in the 
bottle. A tremendous core of strawberries, 
raspberries, orange zest, roasted maca-
damia, roasted coconut, pear liqueur and 
honey lasts into the finish. Despite the 
richness, the wine is dry. So lovely now 
you can hardly keep your hands off, but 
it should age gracefully for the next 10–15 
years.”

2004 J. Schram Rosé
North Coast

96 points, Cellar Selection
Top 100 Cellar Selections

“Don’t even think about opening this 
brut for at least six years and probably far 
longer. Made from 85% Chardonnay and 
15% Pinot Noir, it’s rich and full-bodied, 
with elaborately ripe flavors of tangerines, 
raspberries, roasted almonds and coconut, 
brioche, honey and vanilla. Good as it 
is, it simply needs time for everything to 
transmute into magic.”

2004 J. Schram
North Coast

Steve Heimoff, December 1, 2011


