Hyde de Villaine
2018 Belle Cousine
Hyde Vineyard
Napa Valley

Proprietors:

Mr. and Mrs. Aubert de Villaine
Mr. and Mrs. Laurence W. Hyde
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Hyde III

Appellation:

Los Carneros, Napa Valley

Vineyard:

Hyde Vineyard, at the eastern edge of Los Carneros District

Age of vines:

18 to 34 years

Exposure:

South by southwest

Soil:

Haire Clay Loam

Subterranean:

Ancient terraces and alluvial fans

Acreage:

3.7 acres

Harvest dates:

September 28 (Merlot); October 23 (Cabernet Sauvignon)

Varietal blend:

45% Merlot, 55% Cabernet Sauvignon

Barrel aging:

21 months in French oak; 20% new

Bottled:

July 30, 2020; unfined and unfiltered

Alcohol:

14.2%

Vintage Notes
February saw abundant rains, followed by lots of filtered light in spring and early summer.
Both bud break and flowering occurred a bit late, but under ideal weather conditions,
creating plentiful and even fruit set. Summer brought generous sun during the day and
cooler marine influences, virtually uninterrupted by major heat spikes. The relatively
mild summer followed by extended fall sunshine and moderate heat created near ideal
conditions for the fruit to accumulate flavor complexity with gradual increases in
sugar levels.

Winemaker Notes
Notes of black cherry and rich currant lead into aromas of dried rose petal and graphite.
Hints of holiday spices and sweet basil round out the smooth, elegant finish in the palate.
Sophisticated and rich, the weight of the wines is full, yet extremely approachable in its youth.
— Guillame Boudet, Winemaker

Who is la Belle Cousine?
The name Belle Cousine is a reference to Pamela Fairbanks de Villaine, Larry Hyde’s
lovely cousin who is the wife of Aubert de Villaine of Burgundy. It is Pamela who brings
these visionary viticultural families from Burgundy and the Carneros region of Napa Valley
together to make wines that express the character of place, with that rare minerality so dear to
the Burgundian palate.
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