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VINEYARD
Region:  California

Appellation:  Sonoma County

Sub-Appellation:  Russian River Valley

Soil:  Goldridge  

Age:   14 years

Eco-Practices:  Sustainable practices 

WINEMAKING
Varietals:  100% Pinot Noir

Aging:  11 months in French oak barrels

TECHNICAL DETAILS
Yeast:  Native

Alcohol:  13.7%

WINERY
The core principle of the winemaking philosophy at Arista 
is to capture and express the true character and potential 
of each vineyard. They work with a very carefully chosen 
handful of grand-cru level Pinot Noir and Chardonnay 
vineyards, and are uncompromising in their efforts to 
maximize the full potential of the wines crafted from these 
special sites.

WINE
The Lucky Well vineyard is home to some of the most 
highly acclaimed Pinot Noir and Chardonnay vineyards 
in the Russian River Valley due in large part to the perfect 
confluence of soil, climate, and elevation.

VINEYARDS
The Lucky Well vineyard sits atop a knoll on the western
edge of the Sebastopol hills outside of the towns of Graton
and Sebastopol. The area is home to some of the most
highly acclaimed Pinot Noir and Chardonnay vineyards
in the Russian River Valley due in large part to the perfect
confluence of soil, climate, and elevation. The vineyard
is in an area often referred to as the “banana belt” of the
Russian River Valley because, though on the very coolest,
foggiest, and western edge of the appellation, it sits on a
knoll that rises above the fog line. This feature exposes the
fruit to more gentle sunlight, which allows very slow and
even ripening across the entire growing season. Our 4-acre
section was planted in 2008 to Pommard, Swan, and Calera
clones of Pinot Noir.

VINTAGE NOTES
The 2021 vintage was marked by ideal weather conditions, 
resulting in exceptional fruit from our vineyard partners 
throughout Northern California and from our estate. The 
winter was relatively dry in California, leading to an early 
bud break and small yields. Beautiful warm weather during 
the summer and the absence of extreme heat spikes in 
the latter half of the season allowed for excellent fruit 
maturation. As the season progressed, the theme of “early” 
continued, leading to a prompt harvest in advance of fall 
rains. The wines from 2021 represent a new high-water 
mark for wine quality at Arista. They’re true reflections of a 
wonderful season at Arista and across California.

WINEMAKING
11 months in French oak barrels; 20-30% whole cluster 
used during fermentation. Unfined and unfiltered.

TASTING NOTES
The 2021 Lucky Well Vineyard Pinot Noir is back with a
vengeance at its traditional place at the top of the Arista
lineup. This is easily the best Lucky Well we’ve ever made,
which is saying a lot for a wine that was selected as one
of the Top 100 wines in the world by Wine Spectator last
year. But the 2021 vintage is just that special. This wine has
it all: a shockingly vibrant ruby color, incredible aromatics,
density, intensity, a seamless texture, and perfect weight 
and balance. A strong contender for the best wine ever 

made at Arista, full stop. This is Pinot perfection.


